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wanted permission to wear his red necktie in the court tomorioWw.,
And the former admiral got his sartorial wish — he can wear his

red tie,

But to bring you up to date on the more serious court-
house news: there are reports that would at least indicate the
possibility, though perhaps not the probability, of a delay.
Supposedly, there are four motions before the judges, any one
of which could be a cause for postponement. One is that the
Russian delegation is asking for 2 delay because their prosecu-

tor, General R, A, Rudenko, is 311 and it will be impossible
for him te arrive for several days. The situation further

complicates itself when it 1is made known that no one else on
the Russian prosecution staff is authorized to represent the

USSR at the trial. A motion in this effect was supposedly in
discussion at an executive session of the tribunal up until a
couple of hours ago. But no announcement of any decision has

been made,

A second motion is said to be under way on behalf of
the French delegation protesting the dropping of Gustav Krupp
from the indictment because of ill health. The French are
basing their move on the claim that the desire of two nations
to indict a person makes it mandatory for that person to be

ineluded in the indictment., And the French, supposedly, are
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one of two nations interested in indicting Krupp, head of

Germany's great armament works.

The third and fourth possible motions that may be consid-
ered by the tribunal are motions requesting mental examinations
of Rudolf Hess, the former Hitler favorite who fled to Englend
early in the war, and Julius Streicher, editor of the anti-

Semitic newspaper, "Der Sturmer,"

But to return to Nuremberg... and it 1is especially fitting

that Nuremberg should be the rubbelized host to this great war
criminal trial. It is fitting because no other German city so
symbolizes the same continuity... the same linking theme in
the long dead past, and the freshly dead yesterday of German

history. For Nuremberg is the story of Germany... the fabrie
of dictatorship and the culture of a military nation. Nurem-
berg has been the personal city of Germany's rulers since its
founding in 1050 and for eight hundred years thereafter, Eight
centuries of tra@ition that compelled all German rulers to

toke office here, So, it was only natural for Adolf Hitler %o
restore Nuremberg to its peculier position in the German
cavalcade. Soon after the Nazis took power in 1933, Nuremberg
became the party city... the geheilige city... the holy city

of National Socialism, It was here in Nuremberg that Hitler

held his spectacular Nazi Farty Day shindigs every year... that
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is every year until April, 1545, when Nuremberg gave Hitler an
jronic birthday present by svirendering to the American Third
and Forty-fifth Divisions, ninety-one per cent of the city

lying ingloriously prostrate before the ronquering GIs,

Therefore it is to this shrine city that Germany's top
war leaders have been brought., They have been brought here to
face an international tribunal because the crimes they are
charged with demand international judgment, judgment different

from those others whose acts were perpetrated in a single
locality or against a single nation, as, for example, the

Belsen trial or the Laval trial,

Tomorrow, twenty defendants will file in to hear an in-
dictment of documented charges, an indictment signed by the
representatives of the United States, Great Britain, the USSR
and France, There are four counts presented in the indictment,
but not 211 defendants are charged with all four counts, The
first count is an all-encompassing one which claims that the
defendants are guilty of a conspiracy... & common plot; The
second count charges the defendants with actual crimes against
the peace,.. with planning, preparing, initiating and waging
wars of aggression in violation of international treaties,

The third count charges them with the commission of war crimes

such as the wanton destruction of towns, villages and cities,
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destruction not justified by military necessity. And in the
fourth count, they're charged with crimes against humanity, such
crimes as extermination, enslavement and deportation of peoples,
such crimes as persecution on political, racial and religious

grounds.,

Those are the charges which the prosecuting attorneys of

four nations will attempt to prove in open court tomorrow, the
prosecuting attormeys who represent the outstanding in legal
talent in the four nations involved, Our delegation is headed

by Mr. Justice Robert H, Jackson, on leave from the Supreme

Court of the United States,

Mr. Justice Jackson has said repeat~dly that the trial
will be no cut and dried affair... no mere formality to permit
the winner to kill off the loser. The guilt of the defendants
must be proved, for, as under our legal system, the defendants
will be considered innocent until proven guilty. However, we
will NOT permit a repetition of the 1921 Leipsig trials, when
a GERMAN court tried GERMAN accused, accused who included a
total of nine men, two of them enlisted men, The results

three and a2 half years imprisonment for all nine combired,

The prosecutors will plead their cases before an Inter-
national Military Tribunal, one judge, with an alternate, from

each of the great powers. The Honorable Francis Biddle,
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former attorney;general, reprosents the ~-,ited States, and his
alternate is Judge John J. sarker, a United States Circuit
Court judge since 1925. Tccisions of the tribunal will be by
ma jority vote, with the president of the court, the Right
Honorable Sir Geoffrey Lawreace, deciding in case of & tie.

But the final verdict as to the guils of a defendant must be
agreed upon by three of the fiwr judges., And the penalty for

guilt is still an unknown element.

The defendants, who will be represented by lawyers of
their own choice, fall, as players on the Nazi stage, into
three catagories., There are the high-ranking party members,
usually government officials..; men like Hermenn Goering,
Rudolf Hess, von Ribbenirop. 'then there are the militarists,
the members of the German High Cemmend.., MEN 1like Alfred Jodl,
Wilhelm Keitel, Karl Doenitz., And third, there are the indus-—
trialists and the bankeTs, who, through their resources, made
possible the conspiracy... men likes Hjalaar sechacht and Walter
Funk, and until he was removed. fron the list of indicted

because of illness, Gustav Krupp.

Twenty-four names appea:= in the original indictment, but

enly twenty men may face the ‘tribunal at ten o'clock tomorrow
morning. Robert Iey, leader of the German labor front, com—

mitted suicide last month. Martin Bormann, Hitler's deputy in
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the Nazi Party, has never becen found and aay be dead. Krupp

is too ill to be moved, while only last night, Ernst RKalten—

brunner, the Nazi's top S8 man, suffered a cranial hemorrhage
snd had to be rushed to a hospital, Although the hemorrhage
was not fatal, although he showed improvement this morning, he
will have %to be kept hospitalized possibly for several weeks,
Keltenbrunner retained consciousness and even remarked, "I am
very sorry I cannot be in court tomorrow." Which, of course,

drew quite a laugh when quoted to the press this morning.

This trial is extraordinary for many reasons. The
spectacular clement enters the scene because here will be
assembled at one time, in one place, the remaining, living
greats of the Nazi system. But the implications of the trial
are deeper, far more serious, For this is the first inter-
national criminal trial,.. the first criwinal trial conducted
jointly by four nations, four nations whicp are acting outside

their own countries, outside their own law,

In our travels these past weeks in connection with the
coverage of these trials, GIs have had one stock question when
we asked for an opinion on these proceedings. Even the combat
men pulling guard here want to know "why can't we just take
them out and shoot 'em? We know they're guilty." This question
and others on the legal aspects of the trial, we have discussed

with members of the staff of the United States Chief Counsel,
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We had even hoped that one of the members of the prosecuting
staff would be here tonight to clarify a number of involved

legal questions for you. But the trial starts tomorrow... there

is important work to be doxne tonight.

But to get back to our question, "what is the reason for
the trial?" One of the important reasons is that the guilt of
the German leaders should be carefully documented... documented
so painstakingly and with such clarity that the world could
never forget. But basically, there is another reason for the
trial, We of the four nations are devoted to law and order,

We do not desire to employ the Nazi way... "to take ‘em out and
shoot 'em"... for our system is not lynch law. We will dis—

pense punishment as the evidence demands,

GIs have asked us, too, what are the legal grounds on
which these defendants are being tried. A4 question that arises
from the fact that, as we mentioned before, these trials are

outside the law of any single nation. But for many years, We

know that nations have banded together to sign treaties that

would outlaw war, that would outlaw the crimes allegedly per-

petrated by these defendants. The Hogue Convention is one,

the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact another, But although the crime
the crime of waging a war of aggression was outlawed

legally, no one has ever becn able to se: up a tribunal that
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would deal with the violators. This then is the realization of
what has never been done Lefore, the establishment of a tri-
bunal sufficiently powerful to be recognized as a law greater
than that of any of the participating nations.. This is the
proof that an international tribunal for the prosecution of
international criminals, for those who would destroy the peace,

is a reality.

Therefore, in a very concrete sense, these trials have a
meaning even greater than the immediate importance of doing
justice in reference to those men charged in the indictment with
plunging the world into war. The real, long-range importance of
these trials would subsequently mean that we have, in our time,
established an agency to which we could hold accountable the
rulers of all nations of the world in years to come, In other

words, just as a men today knows he will be punished for com-

mitting murder, so in the future will leaders of nations know
that they will be held responsible for waging an aggressive

war,

And so, tomorrow morning, the conscience of the world will
be present in this courtroom, this courtroom which is empty
tonight, Here in the Palace of Justice in Nuremberg will be
gathered the great and the near—great of world journalists,

men who will report to the world by radio, by newspaper, by








